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EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS - AUSTRALIA, DECEMBER, 1949. 


Rise in Employment during 1949. 


lionthly records of employment relate to all wage and salary 
earners y except those in rural industry and female private domestic sorvice, 
that is, about 90 per cent of all wage and salary earncrs in cmploymont. 


During the year 1949 the number of such wage and salary 
earners rose from 2,416,700 in December, 1945 to 2,497,000 in Docomber, 
1949. Of the total rise of 80,300 (3.3 por cent) 62,700 were malos and 
17,600 were females. The figure for December, 1949 was an all-time 
record for Australia. 


EMPLOYMENT IN STATES. 


The numbers of employees at work in cach State and Torritory 
were as follows: 
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CHANCES IN INDUSTRIAL GROUPS. 


During 1949 the biggest porcentage change in omploymont in 
the major industrial groups occurred in Building and Construction which 
increased by 10 per cent from 174,300 to 191,700. Tho biggest numerical 
change occurred in Factories which increased from 837,100 to 956,100 
(2.2 per cent). 


CHANGES DURING DECEMBER, 1949 


During the month of December, 1949 most of the fluctuations 
in employees at work were largely duc to scasonal conditions. Tho number of 
employces in Retail Trade rose by 8 600, while factory employment fell by 
2,600. Government employment rose by 5,200 due largely to temporary 
employment of postal staff to handle Christmas business and to increases in 
employment by the railways and wheat silos. Total employees at work increased 
by 9,500 persons. 
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